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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Friends of the San Francisco Public Library and
McSweeney's Partner to Expand the
Lisa Brown and Daniel Handler Residency

San Francisco, CA - Friends of the San Francisco Public Library (Friends) is proud to
announce a new partnership with McSweeney's to expand the Lisa Brown and Daniel
Handler Residency, a program that provides San Francisco writers with free studio
space, creative community, and opportunities to engage with the San Francisco Public
Library. Together, Friends and McSweeney's will strengthen support for local writers and
help sustain San Francisco's rich literary tradition.

“The Friends of the San Francisco Public Library and McSweeney’s are two of our finest
local institutions,” said Daniel Handler. “As emerging writers struggle to find time and
space to work in my hometown, Lisa Brown and | are pleased as punch to be finding
partners to help exciting voices become, um, institutionalized.”

Founded in 2018 by authors Lisa Brown and Daniel Handler in partnership with Friends,
the Residency provides studio space at Friends' offices in Potrero Hill, along with
opportunities to connect with the Library and the city's literary community. Beginning
with the 2026-2027 residency cohort, McSweeney's joins the program as a partner,
strengthening connections between residency writers and one of San Francisco's most
celebrated literary organizations.

Since its launch, the residency has supported 35 San Francisco writers working across
genres, including fiction, memoir, poetry, journalism, children's literature, illustration,
mixed media, comic arts, and playwriting. Alumni have gone on to publish books, win
literary prizes, present public programs at the Library, and contribute to the vibrant
culture of San Francisco.

“San Francisco is a city of writers, and libraries have always been a part of that rich
history,” said Emily Garvie, executive director of Friends of the San Francisco Public
Library. “We're thrilled to partner with McSweeney's to ensure the Residency continues
to provide writers with the space, support, and connections they need to thrive in our
city.”

The partnership reflects a shared commitment to ensuring that writers can continue to
live, work, and write in San Francisco at a time when affordable space is increasingly
scarce. McSweeney's joins the program at a moment of growing demand, bringing its



literary expertise and deep ties to San Francisco's writing community as the residency
continues to receive a record number of applications each year.

“We've always been enormous fans of Daniel and Lisa, of the SFPL and its Friends, and
of emerging writers,” said Amanda Uhle, publisher and executive director of
McSweeney's. “All of us at McSweeney's are happy to have the chance to champion
more San Francisco writers alongside these dear people.”

In addition to its programmatic support, McSweeney's will introduce a new publishing
opportunity for residency participants. Work by the 2026-2027 cohort will be featured in
a special insert in an upcoming issue of McSweeney's Quarterly Concern, providing
residents a platform to share their work with a national audience.

Applications for the 2026-2027 Lisa Brown and Daniel Handler Residency are now open
and will close on August 10, 2026. The year-long residency runs from September 2026
through August 2027.

Applications:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQL ScaK2u8F JNU-8w6cb6ku8WaRGWJIN4h1W
wXlUg 076cT4ekWVrw/viewform

Residency Info: https://www.friendssfpl.org/residency.html

About Friends of the San Francisco Public Library

Friends of the San Francisco Public Library is a nonprofit organization that raises funds
and advocates for a premier public library in San Francisco and for equity and access to
free resources for all. We are the Library’s investors, advocates, and champions,
ensuring long-term funding and robust programming in libraries throughout the city.
More information at friendssfpl.org.

About McSweeney's

McSweeney'’s is an independent nonprofit publishing company based in San Francisco.
As well as operating a daily humor website, we also publish Timothy McSweeney’s
Quarterly Concern, lllustoria and an ever-growing selection of books under various
imprints. More information at mcsweeneys.net.
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