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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Friends to Raise Final $1.2 Million for Their $2 Million Campaign for the 
Historic Chinatown Branch Library Renovation  

The project will transform the landmark Chinatown/Him Mark Lai Branch into a modern 
cultural and learning hub while preserving its historic character  

SAN FRANCISCO-Friends of the San Francisco Public Library is launching the public phase 
of its $2 million fundraising campaign to support the renovation of the Chinatown/Him 
Mark Lai Branch Library, one of San Francisco's most historic and beloved neighborhood 
libraries.  

At the end of the summer, the branch at 1135 Powell Street will close to begin construction 
on a community-driven renovation that will transform the landmark 1921 Carnegie library 
into a modern, accessible, climate-resilient neighborhood hub while preserving its historic 
character.  

While the Library Preservation Fund will fund construction costs (the public funding stream 
that Friends helped put on the ballot), Friends of the San Francisco Public Library is raising 
$2 million in private support for state-of-the-art fixtures, furniture, equipment, and 
technology inside the building, as well as library programs throughout San Francisco. To 
date, the campaign has raised more than $800,000, with $1.2 million still needed to 
complete the effort.  

“The Chinatown/Him Mark Lai Branch has always been more than a library. It is a place 
where generations of San Franciscans gather to learn, connect, preserve culture, and build 
community,” said Emily Garvie, Executive Director of Friends of the San Francisco Public 
Library. “This renovation will ensure future generations have access to this incredible 
library, honoring its history while meeting the changing needs of the community. We are 
proud to raise these necessary funds to bring this vision to life.” 

Located in the heart of Chinatown, the branch opened in 1921 and is a designated San 
Francisco landmark. The renovation plan, shaped through extensive community 
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engagement by SFPL staff, seeks to preserve the building's architectural heritage while 
creating welcoming, flexible spaces that better serve the library users of today. The project 
will incorporate 21st-century library practices, expanded technology access, renewable 
energy systems, and new opportunities for community gathering and cultural 
programming.  

The renovation will:  

• Create a 100-person community room for events, performances, classes, and 
neighborhood gatherings  

• Add a community gallery celebrating Chinese and Asian American history, culture, 
and contributions to San Francisco 

• Restore the branch's historic Grand Reading Room  
• Expand the Children's Center and create a dedicated teen space  
• Add study rooms and a conference room 
• Improve accessibility with ADA-compliant entrances, bathrooms, and elevator 

access  
• Expand access to technology through enhanced Wi-Fi, laptop lending, and 

additional charging stations  
• Create an air-respite site during heat waves and wildfire smoke events  
• Add a rooftop terrace with public gathering space and panoramic city views  

“For over a century now, the Chinatown/Him Mark Lai Branch Library has anchored the 
neighborhood serving as a welcoming beacon of knowledge and resource hub for 
generations of residents and newcomers,” said Michael Lambert, City Librarian. “At a time 
when books are being banned and libraries are being defunded across the country, San 
Francisco will continue to maintain our vigilance to protect our most democratic 
institution. The renovated Chinatown/Him Mark Lai Branch will preserve that legacy of 
service to all.” 

A recent milestone in the campaign honors the legacy of Judy Yung, the acclaimed 
librarian, historian, educator, and Chinatown native whose groundbreaking scholarship 
helped document the experiences of Chinese immigrants and Chinese American women. 
The renovated branch will feature the Judy Yung Staircase, named in her honor.  

Unlike other naming opportunities, the Judy Yung Staircase was funded by the collective 
generosity of close to 100 community members who came together to celebrate her 
legacy. Yung, who grew up in San Francisco's Chinatown, earned degrees in literature, 
library science, and ethnic studies, helped establish the first Asian Public Library in 
Oakland, and became one of the nation's leading scholars of Chinese American history.  



“My hope was that we would honor a Chinatown community member by placing their 
name front and center on the renovated library,” said Barre Fong, Friends board member 
and chair of the Chinatown Branch Renovation Committee. “Judy Yung is the perfect 
choice as a librarian, scholar, and pioneer. She built a lasting legacy through her 
contributions to Asian American studies.  The nearly 100 community members who came 
together to make this happen reflect the deep care and affection that we hold for Him Mark 
Lai, Judy Yung, and Chinatown.”  

Friends is currently offering naming opportunities for major spaces within the building, 
including the Historic Reading Room, Community Room, Children's Center, Community 
Gallery, and additional public spaces. Donors contributing $10,000 or more will be 
recognized on a permanent acknowledgment plaque in the branch.  

To learn more about the campaign or to make a contribution, visit FriendsSFPL.org.  

 

About Friends of the San Francisco Public Library  

Friends of the San Francisco Public Library (Friends) is a diverse community of individuals, 
families, and institutions who love our San Francisco Public Library and work to make it 
exceptional. Friends champions free public access to information, resources, and 
opportunities for all people, envisioning a future of our libraries as robust centers of 21st 
Century literacy, economic opportunity, life-long learning, discovery, and community life. 
Friends mission is to strengthen, support and advocate for a premier public library system 
in San Francisco. 

 

 


