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Friends of the San Francisco Public Library



Dear Friends, 

This year has been filled with connection, celebration, and momentum. Through it all, Friends has remained 
fiercely dedicated to our mission to support, strengthen, and advocate for the San Francisco Public Library.  

We supported the Library through fundraising that sustained its excellence and accessibility. Our Annual 
Fund grew significantly this year, fueled by the generosity of members and donors who have joined our 
movement for libraries. We also hosted a record-breaking Library Laureates gala, highlighting the power of 
intergenerational support for the Library with Co-Chairs Roselyne Chroman Swig, Susan Swig, Adam Swig, 
and San Francisco Poet Laureate Genny Lim. In addition, we’ve continued steady progress on our Mission 
and Chinatown Branch Renovation Campaigns, which will create beautiful, inclusive, 21st-century library 
spaces for generations to come. 

We strengthened the Library through innovative programs and partnerships. From the Lisa Brown and 
Daniel Handler Residency, which uplifts emerging and established San Francisco-based writers, to the 
Promotoras program, which connects communities to free library resources they might not know about, 
we expanded access and deepened cultural engagement citywide. Our Pacifics program engaged the next 
generation of Library supporters, building a culture of advocacy and philanthropy in young professionals. 

We advocated for the Library through our Board and staff’s engagement with local leaders, including our 
Library Commissioners and our elected leaders. We championed the Library’s essential role as community 
anchor and as one of San Francisco’s most trusted public institutions. 

As we look ahead, the Library’s importance to San Franciscans will only grow. By this time next year, the 
renovated Mission Branch will be open and full of life, demonstrating how intentional design can create 
truly welcoming spaces that reflect and serve the community. The Chinatown Branch renovation will be 
underway, guided by the same community-focused principles. Friends is proud to help transform these 
historic Carnegie libraries, preparing them to be vibrant community hubs for another hundred years. 

Great libraries build great cities, and SFPL is the backbone of ours. It is a line of defense for the most 
vulnerable, a storytime haven for families, a safe after school space for students, and a place where 
imagination can flourish within the stacks. Thank you for your continued partnership and belief in this work. 
Together, we’re ensuring San Francisco’s libraries remain vibrant, inclusive, and strong for everyone. 

Warmly, 

Emily Garvie  
Executive Director  
Friends of the San Francisco Public Library

FUNDRAISING

Annual Fund
Friends’ Annual Fund donors are the cornerstone of our work. Their generosity ensures the Library  
remains open, innovative, and free for all.  We’re proud to recognize 448 supporters who’ve given for  
more than 30 years.

Legacy Giving / Stong Society
Many supporters deepen their impact through the Mary Louise Stong Society, a circle of donors who 
include Friends in their estate plans. Each year, members gather at the Stong Society Breakfast to 
celebrate their legacy and hear updates on how their gifts strengthen SFPL’s future. 

In 2024-2025, Friends received $1,092,013 in bequests, a testament to the power of legacy giving and  
the shared commitment to keeping our libraries places of discovery, learning, and belonging.
Learn more about the Society at FriendsSFPL.org/Stong

Your Support Builds the Library’s Future  
This year, Friends donors made a lasting impact across San Francisco’s 28 library locations. Together we: 

Raised  

$3.9 million  
in total support 

Welcomed  

458 
new donors 

Engaged  

2,291 
total contributors 

Helped fund  

14,000  
Library programs citywide

Building the Future of Our Neighborhood Libraries 
Friends continues to lead two major branch renovation campaigns, preserving historic spaces while 
reimagining them for the 21st century. Together with our donors and community partners, we’re ensuring 
every San Franciscan has access to a beautiful, inclusive, and inspiring library. Donor tours and community 
engagement events have already begun, celebrating these transformative projects and the renewal of two 
of the city’s most beloved branches.

$1.1 million
for the Mission Branch Library  
Status: Final fundraising stage

$2 million
for the Chinatown Branch Library  
Status: Construction begins soon

Library Laureates 
Our annual Library Laureates gala 
brought together 292 guests for an 
unforgettable evening celebrating the 
power of public libraries. 

Co-chaired by Roselyne Chroman 
Swig, Susan Swig, Adam Swig, and San 
Francisco Poet Laureate Genny Lim, the 
event honored 31 Laureates, including 
Kara Swisher, Lava Thomas, and Rebecca 
Solnit, and raised more than $565,000 for 
the Library. 

The after-party, co-hosted by Value 
Culture and The Pacifics, connected a 
new generation of library supporters in 
celebration of books, art, and community. 



FRIENDS IN THE COMMUNITY FINANCIALS

Book Program and Book Sale Block Party
Volunteers powered the Book Program across our Donation Center, 
Friends Bookstore, weekly step sales, monthly donation center sales, and 
online sales. In 2024–2025, we achieved:

SFPL Store 
This year, Friends launched the SFPL Store, 
offering exclusive apparel, totes, and gifts 
inspired by the Library’s collections and 
branches. Every purchase supports library 
programs and advocacy. Go to SFPLStore.com 
to shop.

Advocacy  
Friends continues to champion intellectual freedom, equitable access, and 
the Library’s essential role as a civic anchor. Through active engagement 
with Library Commissioners, City officials, and community partners, we 
advocate for a strong, well-funded public library system that serves every 
San Franciscan. 

Again this year,  Friends’ annual gift to SFPL was formally approved by 
the Board of Supervisors through the City’s Acceptance and Expenditure 
process, an affirmation of our shared commitment to transparency and 
impact. Our staff and board proudly represented Friends at commission 
meetings and meetings at City Hall to ensure this support reaches the 
communities that need it most.

Lisa Brown and Daniel 
Handler Residency  
Now in its seventh year, the residency continues 
to nurture San Francisco’s literary talent, 
providing five local writers with studio space and 
creative community. 

This year’s residents, Keli Dailey, Kevin Dublin, 
Ash Huang, Maya Kini, and Akiko Neumann 
(not pictured), brought poetry, fiction, and visual 
storytelling to life across the City. 

Pacifics
Now in its fourth year, The Pacifics continues to 
grow as a vibrant group of young professionals 
building a culture of philanthropy around the 
Library. Members host book clubs, volunteer 
events, and helped organize the Laureates After-
Party.

Members at Large
David Blazevich 
Chrysty Esperanza 
Alison Fong 
Barre Fong 

Diane Gibson 
Kendall Laidlaw 
Kate Lazarus 
Alissa Lee 
Jessica Lipnack 

Ben Mangan 
Marianne O’Connor 
Cynthia So Schroeder 
Willie Swinerton 

Board of Directors 2024-25

Income
$5,906,390

Expense
$4,008,211

Total Net Assets 
$11,844,710

Contributions
38%

Book Program
23%

In-Kind 
Donations 

9%

Advocacy & 
Education 

7%

Investment  
Income 
14%

Fundraising 
13%

Special 
Event 
5%

Management  
& General 

6%

Bequests
18%

Library Support
35%

Earned 
Revenue

5%

In-Kind  
Expense
13%

Volunteer 
Services  
3%

Unrestricted
31%

Permanently  
Restricted
30%

Purpose Restricted
38%

Chair: Rebecca Charnas Grant
Vice Chair: Nelly Sapinski 
Treasurer: Miriam Wrobel 
Secretary: Sarah Ives 

The Book Sale Block Party filled Potrero Hill with readings, storytimes, and 
local authors, a true celebration of books, creativity, and community.

12,074 
 volunteer hours 

481,787  
items donated & 

processed

300 tons 
donated & processed

All audits are available at FriendSFPL.org/Financials as they become certified



Daniel Handler and Lisa Brown
Hellman Foundation
Sarah and Jason Jones
Carl Kaufman and Martha Angove
Mr. Laurence B. Knowles
Helen E. Land
Dr. Maribelle Leavitt and Dr. Stephen Leavitt
Alissa Lee and Erik Christoffersen
Kuen Lee
Lisa and Douglas Goldman Fund
Mindy Mailman
Nion McEvoy and Leslie Berriman
The Miner Anderson Family Foundation
Barbro and Bernard Osher
Paul S. Nadler Charitable Trust
Robert Popper
Clare and Mark Schmehl
Roselyne Chroman Swig
Susan Swig
Sean Warren
William G. Gilmore Foundation

Leadership Circle  
$5,000 - $9,999

Alexander M. and June L. Maisin Foundation
Leslie and Keith Blodgett
James Boey
Mr. and Mrs. Philip E. Bowles
Darin Buchalter
The Casnocha Family Charitable Fund
Rebecca Charnas Grant and Scott Grant

Innovation Circle  
$1,000 - $4,999

Susan Abby
Jay Allen
Amazon.com, Inc. Corporate Giving 

Program
Mary Ann Aronson
The Alisa, Susanna, and Eve Baker 

Sisters Family Fund
Catherine & Frank Bator
Jackie Bavaro
John Beem
Azziza Ben-Said
Barbara Berman
Jack & JoAnn Bertges
Judith Bishop
Phyllis Blair
David Blazevich & Jorge Gonzalez
Lynda Boyer
Jayme Brown
Georgia Burke
Lydia Butterfield
CAF American Donor Fund
Kathy Chan
Tsz Koon Chan
Andrew Hughes Chatham & 

Carolyn Press Chatham
Eunice Chee
Minder Cheng
Chevron
Wen Ling Chin
Gordon Chin
Chronicle Books, Inc.
Tara K. Mochizuki & Jeffrey M. Chu 

Charitable Fund
Oliver Chubb & Daphne Li
Marie Ciepiela
Andy Coblentz & Shari Libicki
Community Thrift Store
Cupertino Electric Inc
Katie Danforth & David Hammer
Peter Danzig & Lava Thomas
Jeannette & Roland Dare
Nicholas DaSilva

Sheila Davies
Tom Davis
LiAnna Davis & Alexander Feinberg
Evette & Alexander Davis
Amy De Rouvray
Carole Deitrich
Patricia Dinner
Stan Dirks & Linda Fenney
Dowd Foundation
eCIO, Inc.
Daniel Edelman
Martha Ehrenfeld & Carla McKay
Ms. Carla Emil
Endelman Family Foundation
Leonard A. Fisher & Risa Teitelbaum 
John & Laura Fisher Fund
Sarah Flanagan
Barry & Victoria Fong
Catherine Foo & Aaron Bastian
Judy Ford & Dan Mathalon
Mira Christine Foster
Kami Frankel
Friend Family Philanthropic Fund
FThree Foundation
Dona Fuchiwaki
Scott Gable & Patricia Kim-Gable
Gaia Fund
Matt Galivan & Dana Kalish
Dr. Monica Gandhi
Giants Community Fund
Dr. Patricia Hellman Gibbs &  

Dr. Richard Gibbs
Diane Gibson & Lawrence Bazel
Gibson Hyde Family Fund
Alexandra Golden
Kate Goldstein-Breyer
Steve & Mary Gorski
Kala Grogg
Anne Guaspari
Mark Hadler & Brenda Lee 

Charitable Fund
HalfMyDAF
Frederick David Hammer
Harold L. Wyman Foundation, Inc.
Steven & Gina Harris

Ellen Heffelfinger
Luis & Nancy Herrera
Jay Holiday
Judith Holm
Frank Horst
Mary Hudson
Joseph Iacocca & Micki Klearman
Louis Jaffe & Kitty Whitman
Carolyn Jayne
Kate & Christian Jensen
Monali & Bill Jhaveri-Weeks
Sara & Stephen Kahn
Dr. Lucinda Lee Katz
Law Office of Elizabeth Kelly
Elizabeth Kennedy
Connor Kidd
Bernadette Kim & Len Christensen
Katrina Kimport & Matthew 

Villeneuve
Barbara & David Kimport
The Lisa Ells & Brett Kingsbury Fund
Rachel E. Kish
Laura Kline & Michael Lazarus
Richard Koch
Pansy Kwong
Kendall Luck Laidlaw
Michael Lambert
Dara & Enrique Landa
Richard & Ann Lanzerotti
Kate Lazarus & Matthew Armstrong
LCI Fund
Josie Lee
Cynthia Lee
Leeanna Norris Friedman Trust
Lesbians for Good of Horizons 

Foundation
Library Of America
Rachel Liebert
Christine Lim Family Donor Advised 

Fund
Joyce Lin-Conrad
Lauren Loktev
Junko & Arnold Low
Tessa Lyons
Howard & Siesel Maibach

Patricia Mar
Susanne Maruoka
Nisha Masharani
Sally Maske & Christopher Radich
Henry & Lisille Matheson
Barbara Maughan
Emily & Terry McDonnell
Yasmine Mehmet & Paul Scott
Anu Menon & Akash Garg
Midwest Tape
Michel Mirkovitch
Eric & Mami Mori
Morrison & Foerster Foundation
Alexandra Moses & Keith Gregory
Myers-Thompson Fund
N1234
Andrew Nakahata & Alison Fong
Linda Nanbu
Network for Good
Linda Nguyen
Tamar Pachter & Stacey Hawver
Jenni Parrish & Gerard Clark
Percent Impact Foundation
Perkins Coie
Phillips 66
Hilary Pierce & Keir Beadling
Lisa Podos
Margaret Quattrin
Cherie Raciti
Ramana Rao & Carlin De Cato
Christopher Reade
Allan Ridley & Helen McKenna 

Ridley
JoAnna Robertson
Carolyn Rohrer
Judith Rosenberg
Rosenkrantz Bluestone Family Fund
Barbara Rosston
Olivia Roth
S. H. Cowell Foundation
Salesforce.org
Christopher Sam
Cynthia & Marc Schroeder
Michael Schwartzman & Ariana 

Poursartip

Alpa Sheth & Rohan Palekar
Liz Shipman
Joe N. Short
Maureen Singleton & David 

Schoenthal
Peter & Beverly Sinton
Andy Smith
Susan Poor & Richard Spear
Adam Spillane
Stephen & Carolyn Spitz
Laura & Greg Spivy
Will & Alison Stickney
David Stringer-Calvert
Sarah Sussman & Nicolas Saint-

Arnaud
Darian Swig
William Swinerton
Sophie Taggart
Sue Thornley
Charlotte Tilson
Kathe Traynor
Arthur & Laura Tropp
Nikki Tureen
Gretchen Turner
Kimberly Twombly & Scott Wu 
Valla Family Foundation
Michael & Debra Varner
Walnut Fund
Bruce Wang
Sally Ward
William & Cathy Waters
Dick & Cb Watts
Sonia & Chris Weiss
Lindsey Westbrook & Shermann Min
Brian & Jean Wheeler
Julie Williamson & Michael 

Whitcomb
Dallas Wisehaupt
Matthew Wright
Miriam Wrobel
Mai Mai & Paul Wythes
Nola Yee
Robin & Chigusa Yoshimura
Victoria Zaroff
Joseph & Denise Ziony

A full list of donors at all levels can be found online at FriendsSFPL.org/Our-Supporters

DONORS

Library Circle 
$50,000+

Allan and Gill Gray Philanthropies
C. Howard Brown
Jared Brubaker and Leslie Harlson
James Chew
Jeff Zhuo Fan Huang
Ruth and William Isenberg
JSY Giving
Mary Louise Stong Fund
Montgomery/Ives Family Gift Fund
Sass Social Justice Fund
Camilla and George Smith
Mr. Peter Booth Wiley and Ms. Jessica 
Lipnack

Leadership Circle  
$10,000 - $49,999

The ARB Fund
Baker Tilly
Laurence J. Bardoff and Lilli I. Alberga
Jennifer Braun and Raymond J. Ryan 
Charitable Gift Fund

Andy and Renée Charnas
Leah Culver
Shelley Diamond
Dodge and Cox
Ray and Dagmar Dolby Fund
Chrysty Esperanza and Scott Jones 
Eucalyptus Foundation
Randi and Bob Fisher

Milton Chen and Ruth Cox
Claudine Cheng
The Childress Family Charitable Fund
Emma Fisher and Max Obata
William and Sako Fisher
Fleishhacker Foundation
Friends of Roots
Lynn Fuller and William Bivins
Emily and John Garvie
James B. Henderson
Allen Huang
Whitney and Zach Jones
Patricia Kelso
Ellen Klages
Mr. Michael Linn
Charlene Low
Lisa Pritzker 
Mary Mellon
Judy Miner
Wesley N. and Kate D. Mitchell Charitable Fund
Jessica Rubin and Ben Solarz
Kate Rudolph and Nelson Elhage
Ms. Caroline Sayre
Marcia Graham Schneider
Jean Sieper
Ms. Patricia Sousa
Kimberlee Swig
Thomas and Eva Fong Foundation
Janet Lee Tse
Connie Wolf
Beverly and Ronald Wong



Join Friends.
Donate. 
Volunteer. 
Advocate. 
Be part of the community 
that keeps San Francisco’s 
libraries strong, accessible, 
and thriving for everyone. 

Visit FriendsSFPL.org  
to get involved.


